'IRAQ,
relations could be expected to last. In the face of previous
successes in hitherto British markets already won by German
commercial rivals and of the bellicose attitude and unfriendly
actions of Germans, within the few months following the
initialling of the Anglo-German Agreement, it is not too much
to conjecture that the agreement might have been, in reality,
only an uneasy truce.
It may be reasonably doubted whether these breaches in
Great Britain's traditional policy would ever have taken place,
whether the negotiations themselves would ever have been
necessary, or whether Great Britain would have been forced to
suffer nearly 100,000 casualties1 or to sacrifice £200,000,0002
in a war in Turkish Arabia had she taken the early opportunities
repeatedly offered her of building the trans-Mesopotamian
railroad. Had she built the railroad, the wilayets of Baghdad
and Basra would probably have taken on the status of Egypt
before the war, owing nominal allegiance to the Ottoman
Sultan but under the protection of Great Britain. Had there
not been the opportunity for economic and political expansion
in Turkish Arabia to draw Germany onwards, the latter might
never have sought and acquired her predominating influence
at the Sublime Porte, without which Turkey would have never
entered the war on the side of the Central Powers. Without the
stimulus of Allied war-time promises of independence, Arab
nationalism would not have risen in such power for at least
another decade, the Sharifians would not have gained their
chance at leadership, and the creation of the kingdom of'Iraq
might have been delayed to the dim future.
Whatever the new relations between Turkey, Germany and
Great Britain in Turkish Arabia and the Persian Gulf might
have been as the result of their agreements, it was clear, imme-
diately on the outbreak of war in Europe that the whole
1 Casualties from all sources in the Mesopotamia Campaign were 92,501,
according to O.H, Vol. iv, p. 331; 98,258, according to Robertson, Sir William,
Soldiers and Statesmen (2 vols., 1926), Vol. n, p. 82,
zParl Debates, H. of C., 5th S., Vol. cli (1922), p. 1546.
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